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THE history of the Bronte family is at once

interesting and sad: interesting, because of

the quaint, secluded life they led; sad, because

the seeds, which gave promise of such wonderful

fruit, blossomed, shed only a partial fragrance

tlirough the world, and then faded and fell be-

neath the cruel, cold blast of death. What rich

treasures might have been left for us, what
abundance of knowledge might have been im-

parted to the world had they lived longer, we
can estimate in some way from the work they

actually did, and the beautiful, though short

lives they lived.

We will consider first, the environment of

the Brontes and the events of their life. It will

then be our task to review the same features and

emphasize the consequences on the characters of

Charlotte and her sisters. Lastly, we will look

at the literary life of the Bronte sisters, endeavor-

ing to explain their views on life and literature.

Rev. Patrick Bronte was born in County
Down, Ireland, on March 17, 1777. His early

education was due to the great gifts of extra-

ordinary quickness and intelligence, aided by
his full share of ambition. At the age of six-

teen, he opened a public school and conducted it

for five of six years. He then was tutor with a

private family for three or four years. He en-

tered St. John's College, Cambridge, at the age

of twenty-five, on the twenty-fifth of July, 1802.

After four years of study, he received his degree

of Bachelor of Arts. He was ordained to a

curacy in Essex. Then he moved into Yorkshire.

While curate at Hartshead, Patrick Bronte

wooed and married Maria Branwell. The wed-

ding took place in Yorkshire, on the 29th of De-

cember, 1812. For five years the pair remained

in Hartshead. Here were born Maria and Eliza-

beth Bronte. Thornton was Mr. Bronte's next

parish. On the 21st of April, 1816, Charlotte

was born. Close on her birth followed Patrick

Bronwell, Emily Jane, and Anne. After the

birth of the last daughter, Mrs. Bronte's health

began to decline.

On February 25th, 1820, the family moved
to Haworth parsonage. From this time Mrs.

Bronte was confined to her room, an invalid. In

September, 1821, she passed away. Missi Bran-

well, an elder sister, came to Haworth to super-

intend the household and remained there all of

her life.

In July, 1824, Mr. Bronte sent Maria and

Elizabeth to a young ladies' school at Cowan
Bridge. This school is Charlotte's Lowood in

Jane Eyre and Marlia is Helen Burns. In Sep-

tember of that same year, Charlotte and Emily

were admitted as pupils. The spring of 1825

found Maria dangerously sick. Mr. Bronte came
for her and took her home, where after a few

days slie died. Elizabeth, too, had the same

consumptive symptoms. In the summer of the

same year she went home and died. Charlotte

always blamed their death to the carelessness in

food at Lowan Bridge. She pictures this very

vividly in Jane Eyre. Mrs. Gaskell thinks that

it is very much exaggerated. The girls were

naturally very weak and sickly.

In the Autumn of 1825, Charlotte and Emily
were sent home, because of the dampness of the

school. The death of the two slisters caused a

greater vigilance to be exercised toward the sur-

viving girls. At this time Tabby, a woman from

the village, came to live as a servant in the par-

sonage. All her life she remained not only their

faithful servant, but their loyal friend. The in-

struction of the children was taken up by Miss

Branwell. During this time Charlotte composed
many dramas, poems, and romances.

In 1831 she was sent to school at Roe Head,

as a pupil of Miss W—. The number of pupils

during Charlotte's stay of a year and a half was
from seven to ten. Miss W— was a kind, mother-

ly woman, and made the school like a private

family. Charlotte led rather a lonely life here,

as she never took part in any of the games or

merry-making of the girls. She was most popu-

lar for telling stories, and, on one occasion, was

so vivid that she threw one of her listeners into

violent palpitation.

Miss Bronte left Roe Head in 1832, having

won the affectionate regard of her teacher and

her school-fellows. After her return home, she

employed herself in teaching her sisters. For

three years this life continued. Then on July 29,

1836, she obtained a position as teacher in Miss

W—'s school at Roe Head. Emily accompanied


